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MLSYSTEMS UG RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
APPLICATION FORM
Summer 2026

	This document is a guide only, to help you prepare filling in the final form which is to be completed online via this link: Link to the Online Application Form for final submission (MS form)

The deadline to complete your application is: 20 April 2026 23:59

	Note that the submission of this form is only one part of the application. 
You must also email the below documents to mlsystems-enquiries@inf.ed.ac.uk by the above deadline:
1. A maximum one-page motivation statement detailing why doing this particular research project will be useful to them in the future;
2. A CV, including the name and the email contact of a referee (personal tutor or equivalent);
3. An Interim transcript.

	For further details on the eligibility, available research projects and application process please refer to: UG Research Experience | CDT in Machine Learning Systems | School of Informatics


*Required
	Section 1 - Applicant Details

	1. Full name *
	

	2. Current address *
	

	3. Email *
	

	4. What degree are you currently studying? *
This scheme is only open to students from one of these disciplines: Computing Science, Machine Learning, AI, Mathematics, Engineering and/or Physics.
	

	5. In which university are you currently studying? *
You can be studying in another university than the University of Edinburgh.
	

	6. In which year of this undergraduate degree are you currently? *
This scheme is only open to students currently in their middle year(s) of undergraduate degree (not first, not last).
	☐ 2nd year
☐ 3rd year (4-year UG degree only)
☐ 4th year (Integrated Master only)

	7. Select your preferred project: *

	☐ Automating Verification via LLM Agents - PI Jianyi Cheng
☐ Lightweight Neural Network Quantization Pipeline using MLIR - PI Ajitha Rajan
☐ AI for Software Engineering - PI Adriana Sejfia
☐ Benchmarking Zero Knowledge Machine Learning Frameworks - PI Rik Sartar
☐ Limiting sneaky ML models from learning too much - PI Tariq Elahi


 
	8. If you would like to also be considered for any other projects, you can select up to 2 others. [Optional]

	☐ Automating Verification via LLM Agents - PI Jianyi Cheng
☐ Lightweight Neural Network Quantization Pipeline using MLIR - PI Ajitha Rajan
☐ AI for Software Engineering - PI Adriana Sejfia
☐ Benchmarking Zero Knowledge Machine Learning Frameworks - PI Rik Sartar
☐ Limiting sneaky ML models from learning too much - PI Tariq Elahi

	9. If the project offers flexibility on the working time and if you would prefer to do the placement part-time, please indicate how many hours per week you would like to work.

A full-time equivalent is 35 hours per week and a part-time internship cannot be less than 17.5 hours per week. Anything in between is permissible, as long as the project indicates flexibility in working times in its details.

	

	10. If you require any adjustments for the internship, please specify these below. We will do our best to help.

	

	11. Do you have the right to work in the UK?
Right-to-work checks will be formally conducted prior to the employment being signed and the internship starting.
	☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Not sure	

	12. UKRI Fee status - Please tick the description corresponding to your current situation.
This scheme is only open to students who qualify for Home fees status under the UKRI rules. In order to qualify, you must be in one of the below situations. All other situations should mean that you are not currently a Home student.

	☐ I am a UK national AND I have lived continuously in the EEA, Switzerland, the UK or   Gibraltar since at least 31 December 2020.
☐ I am an Irish citizen, AND I have lived continuously in the EEA, Switzerland, the UK or Gibraltar EEA, Switzerland, the UK or Gibraltar since at least 31 December 2020.
☐ I am an EU (except Irish), EEA or Swiss citizen living in the UK who has obtained settled or pre-settled status under the EU settlement scheme, AND I have lived continuously in the EEA, Switzerland, the UK or Gibraltar since at least 31 December 2020.
☐ I am a non-EU citizen living in the UK, who has obtained Indefinite leave to remain (ILR) or Indefinite leave to enter (ILE).
☐ I am someone in another situation but still currently categorised under Home Fees (e.g. refugees etc.) – Please specify below

	13. If you ticked the last option above, please provide details on your situation and how you were granted Home Fees.

	



	Section 2 – Widening Participation
This scheme will prioritise students that are from one of an under-represented groups in the academic research area of Artificial Intelligence and Computing Science.

	14. Do you consider belonging to one of the below groups? Tick all that apply.

	☐ Declared disability (including hidden disability)
☐ Ethnic minority in the UK
☐ First generation to attend University in your family
☐ Caring responsibilities
☐ Received/qualified for means-tested financial aid during your studies - Please give details below
☐ Other (care-experienced, refugee or asylum seeker status, estranged student etc.) - Please give details below

	15. *If you have ticked "Received/qualified for means-tested financial aid during your studies AND/OR "Other", please give details below:

	



	Section 3 – Equality and Diversity Monitoring
Although answers to these questions are required and we encourage you to complete them accurately to help with our EDI monitoring and improvement processes, you can choose not to disclose any information by ticking the box "Prefer not to say".

	16. Sex - What is your sex?

	☐	Male
☐	Female
☐	Other
☐	Prefer not to say

	17. Gender Identity - Is the gender you identify with the same as your sex registered at birth?

	☐	Yes
☐	No
☐	Prefer not to say

	18. Age - What is your current age bracket?

	☐	0-24
☐	25-29
☐	30-39
☐	40-49
☐	50-59
☐	60 +

	19. Ethnicity - What is your ethnic group or background?

	☐ Arab
☐ Asian - Bangladeshi or Bangladeshi British
☐ Asian - Chinese or Chinese British
☐ Asian - Indian or Indian British
☐ Asian - Pakistani or Pakistani British
☐ Asian - Any other background
☐ Black - African or African British
☐ Black - Caribbean or Caribbean British
☐ Black - Any other background
☐ Mixed or multiple ethnic groups - White or White British and Asian or Asian British
☐ Mixed or multiple ethnic groups - White or White British and Black African or Black African British
☐ Mixed or multiple ethnic groups - White or White British and Black Caribbean or Black Caribbean British
☐ Mixed or Multiple ethnic groups - Any other background
☐ White - English, Welsh, Northern Irish or British
☐ White - Gypsy or Traveller
☐ White - Irish
☐ White – Polish
☐ White - Roma
☐ White - Scottish
☐ White - Showman / Showwoman
☐ White - Any other background
☐ Any other ethnic background
☐ Not known
☐ Prefer not to say

	20. Disability Status - Do you have an impairment, health condition, or learning difference that has a substantial impact on your ability to carry out day-to-day activities and has lasted, or is expected to last, at least 12 months? (Multiple answers possible.)

	☐ No known impairment, health condition or learning difference
☐ Learning difference such as dyslexia, dyspraxia or AD(H)D
☐ Social/communication conditions such as a speech and language impairment or an autistic spectrum condition
☐ Long-term illness or health condition such as cancer, HIV, diabetes, chronic heart disease, or epilepsy
☐ Mental health condition, challenge or disorder, such as depression, schizophrenia or anxiety
☐ Physical impairment (a condition that substantially limits one or more basic physical activities such as walking, climbing stairs, lifting or carrying)
☐ D/deaf or have a hearing impairment
☐ Blind or have a visual impairment uncorrected by glasses
☐ Development condition that you have had since childhood which affects motor, cognitive, social and emotional skills, and speech and language
☐ An impairment, health condition or learning difference not listed above
☐ Prefer not to say

	21. Religious Belief - What is your religion?

	☐ No religion
☐ Buddhist
☐ Christian
☐ Hindu
☐ Jewish
☐ Muslim
☐ Pagan
☐ Sikh
☐ Any other religion or belief
☐ Prefer not to say

	22. How have you heard about the scheme?

	



PRIVACY NOTICE- The information you provide on this form will only be seen by the CDT MLSystems administrative team who will review it alongside the rest of your application to check your eligibility to the scheme. This form and the information it contains will not be shared with the project teams and do not form part of the recruitment process. However, the Widening Participation information provided, whilst being kept confidential to the project team, may be used by the CDT team to influence the final outcome of the selection process to ensure that the goals of the scheme are met. We will treat this information as highly confidential and will hold it securely for a maximum of 1 year following the end of the applications cycle in case you were not successful with your application.  We will collect and keep anonymised statistical information from this form to help with monitoring our applicants and recruitment's EDI and WP data and informing future improvements to the scheme.  If you have any questions about your personal data and how it is managed, please email mlsystems-admin@inf.ed.ac.uk and/or refer to the guidance provided by the University of Edinburgh with regards to privacy statement for applicants at https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/admissions/privacy-statement 
If you require this document in an alternative format, please email mlsystems-enquiries@inf.ed.ac.uk
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