
 

Meeting 
IPAB Staff Meeting  

Date  
Thursday, 29 August 2019 

 
Attendees 
Barbara Webb (BW) 
Keyhan Babarahmati (KB) 
Ruta Bader (RB) 
Janet Ball (JB) 
Jodie Cameron (JC) 
Michael Herrmann (MH) 
Mohsen Khadem (MK) 
Alex Lascarides (AL) 
Serena Lambley (SL) 
Michael Mistry (MM) 
John Pisokas (JP) 
Steph Smith (SS) 
Kartic Subr (KS) 
Steve Tonneau (ST) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Place Time 
1.16,IF 2pm 

 

 
1. Minutes of last meeting 

 
Minutes from the previous meeting were agreed as accurate. 
 

2. Matters arising 
 
Workshop catering: Barbara will discuss with Nicola/Evgenia. 
 
Hakan Bilen internal competition proposal: Steph to remind 
Hakan. 

 
3. Arrivals and departures 

 
New staff 
Serena Lambley – Project coordinator ATI 
(supervisor: Sethu Vijayakumar) 
 
Visitors 
Bo Zhao – 1 month visit from University of Peking 
Host: Hakan Bilen 
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4. New Grants and Proposals 

 
Barbara Webb: ERC advance grant – proposal submitted.  
 
Steve Tonneau: extension to ORCA hub proposed (£200K). 
 

5. Budget and Resources 
 
Carry forward 
£20K carry forward approved for new financial year only.    No 
carry forward will be approved beyond 2019/20 (this is a 
University wide policy). 
 
Quarterly reports 
Ruta will resume sending quarterly reports to grant holders. 
 
EPSRC numbers 
Ruta to provide Barbara with EPSRC proposal numbers. 
 
Expenses 
Barbara Webb would like to see run a run down on expenses.  
Ruta will arrange. 

 
6. Business Development 

 
Apologies from Cristian Novotny. 
 

7. IPAB webpage 
 
RAI-NR workshop (Ram). 
 

8. Teaching 
 
No issues raised. 

 
9. IPAB space within the new building 

 
Lab based students 
Space within the school remains an issue.  IPAB PhD students 
required to work with the robots will now by default be based 
permanently within the labs (i.e. they will no longer be allocated a 
desk within an office).  If there is a requirement for a desk, such 
requests will be considered on a case by case basis.  This is a policy 
implemented by the school. 
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10. IPAB workshops and seminars 
 
Schedule 
New schedule has now been issued and all speakers should be 
aware of their allocated date.  
 
Invited speakers  
External speaker invites are encouraged (worth remembering 
when external attending for VIVA’s). 
 

11. Student Issues  
 
New student representative 
Going forward, Keyhan Babarahmati will take over the role of 
student rep from John. 

 
12. Admin issues 

 
Admin office location change 
The group were reminded that level 1 admin office have relocated 
to room 2.34. 
 
Service provided, contact numbers and email address remain the 
same for the time being.  

 
13. Socials 

 
Welcome event 
It was suggested that IPAB join CDT’s welcome event, which takes 
place 12th September.   
 
Update: this suggestion was not agreed, a separate IPAB specific 
event will be organised for a later date. 
 

14. Directors Business 
 
Professorship 
Professorship post has been approved (Industrial Robotics). 
 

15. AOB 
 
Portfolio manager/finance workload 
Janet advised that a part-time administrator will start early 
September to take on City Deal procurement. 
 



With effect from 17th September, Ruta will no longer have 
portfolio manager duties for ICSA, this being transferred to Joanne 
Pennie on her return.  This leave Ruta to manage IPAB, City Deal 
and Speckled. 
 
Committee vacancies 
There are currently opportunities for research and academic staff 
to fill committee vacancies.  Martin Wright’s email of 27 August 
refers.  

 
16. Date of next meeting (includes student review) 

 
The next meeting is scheduled to take place Tuesday 24th 
September at 2pm, followed by the student review meeting from 
3pm (academic staff only). 
 

 

 


